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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I will
support the health reform bill today;
portability is long overdue. But I do
have a question. What good is port-
ability to many Americans who do not
have a job?

It is about jobs, Congress, and around
here jobs has become an absolute four-
letter word to the highest degree.

Check out some of the new high pay-
ing jobs American workers could apply
for: Deep fried foods specialist. Gizzard
skin remover. Corn cob pipe assembler.
Pantyhose crotch closer machine oper-
ator. How about a poultry impreg-
nator? Tell me, Mr. Speaker, what ex-
actly is a poultry impregnator?

I am going to vote for the health re-
form bill, but it is a help to those who
have, but it does absolutely nothing for
those that have not. A job, that is.

Think about that.
f

THE REFUSE-TO-LOSE BASKET-
BALL OF MY UMASS MINUTEMEN

(Mr. TORKILDSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. TORKILDSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the extraor-
dinary accomplishments of the all-but-
ordinary UMass Minutemen, the best
basketball team in the country.

Center Marcus Camby has dominated
as a scorer, rebounder, and shot-
blocker, and is the best player in the
country.

Starting guards Carmelo Travieso
and Edgar Padilla personify teamwork.
They combine their unique talents,
under any circumstance, to make an
assist, shoot a three, steal a ball, or
steal a game.

Donta Bright is the best finisher in
the country. And Dana Dingle is one of
the quietest threats in college ball,
averaging 14 points per game.

But no description of the UMass
team would be complete without rec-
ognizing the enormous contribution
made by Coach John Calipari, the best
coach in the country. As the Minute-
men sprinted from Midnight Madness
to March Madness, Coach Cal reminded
America that through hard work and
determination, good guys can finish
first.

As the only UMass-Amherst graduate
ever to serve in Congress, I share great
pride in our team.

And for all those who marvel at the
success of refuse-to-lose basketball,
and UMass itself, there is only one
message: The best is yet to come.

f

HOUSE LEADERSHIP HAS SURREN-
DERED TO THEIR EXTREMISTS

(Ms. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, today
we have an opportunity to give the
American people something they want

and something they need, a guarantee
that if they change jobs they will not
lose their health insurance.

It is that simple. We know how to do
it. The President, the Republican Sen-
ate and House Democrats all agree.

So I ask what is the problem? the
problem is that the House leadership
has surrendered to their extremists and
loaded up a truly bipartisan bill with
special interest provisions that would
cost the American taxpayer millions of
dollars.

My constituents are not asking for
something for nothing. They are will-
ing to pay for health insurance.

Let us push those special interests
aside, work together, and give Amer-
ican families basic security.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Republican
leadership to put politics aside, clean
up this bill so we can give Americans
this important first step toward health
care reform. It is the right thing to do.

f

WHO DO WE TRUST?

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened with great interest to my col-
league from Missouri. Many things she
said I agree with: the notion of health
insurance being able to be taken from
job to job; the notion of affordability
and portability is important. But again
my friends on the other side would
rather play politics and indulge in
name calling than deal with sound pol-
icy.

No, it is not extreme to let the Amer-
ican people have medical savings ac-
counts so that they can decide how to
spend their health care dollars. Mr.
Speaker, the fact is that will help
American taxpayers and the hard-
working men and women of America
immeasurably, and once again, Mr.
Speaker, it comes down to this basic
question:

Why should we be afraid to let the
American people have control of their
own money, have control of their own
future, and again, Mr. Speaker, it
comes down to this question:

Who do we trust; the people of the
United States or the Washington bu-
reaucrats?

Mr. Speaker, I trust the people of the
United States.

f

END HEALTH CARE INSURANCE
DISCRIMINATION

(Mr. BENTSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, the
House later today can do something
that has really been quite rare in this
Congress. We can pass legislation
which will actually help average Amer-
icans, and I would say to the gen-
tleman from Arizona, we can pass leg-
islation that 191 Members of this House

on both sides of the aisle support, that
was introduced by a Member of the
gentleman’s side of the aisle, the 55
Members of the other body, a majority
of the other body, support, that every
group, from the American Medical As-
sociation and the American Hospital
Association to the independent insur-
ance agents and the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers support.

We can pass legislation that does
away with insurance discrimination for
preexisting conditions, that says, If
someone loses their job, or they get
sick, they can stll retain their right to
buy insurance that has common sense
market reform, that everyone should
agree with, and not load it up with spe-
cial interests’ gobbledygook which will
kill this bill forever.

This Congres has accomplished vir-
tually nothing, but today we have an
opportunity to get something passed
that the other body will pass in April,
that the President will sign, and do
right by the American people.

So the gentleman from Arizona [Mr.
HAYWORTH] is way off base with what
he is saying. Let us do right by the
American people and pass a democratic
substitute of health care reform.

f

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
REFORM

(Mr. BURR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURR. Mr. Speaker, the United
States has the best health care system
in the world. It is unthinkable for
Americans to have anything less than
superior access to lifesaving drugs. By
safety streamlining the drug approval
process we can not only help families
and seniors by lowering drug prices and
keeping high paying jobs on American
soil, but we will give terminally ill pa-
tients access to lifesaving treatments.

Yesterday patients from across this
country came to Washington and told
us their hard stories about being de-
nied access to drugs that may, in fact,
save their lives. It is these courageous
people that inspire us to reform the
Food and Drug Administration.

America’s health care industry and
patients are chained to a FDA process
that provides no flexibility, no com-
mon sense, and has no human face. The
average time for the drug approval in
this country is a whopping 13 to 15
years. For terminally ill patients with
no hope that timeable simply will not
do.

I urge my colleagues to watch FDA
reform as it comes to this House floor
later this month.

f

DO NOT KILL HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, by add-
ing these medical savings accounts to
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